With great sadness, last year we heard that our longtime friend and colleague, Luis Roberto Ponte, passed away
at the age of 60. We are honored now to offer selections from his unparalleled collection of South American cobs.
On this occasion we thought it would be most appropriate to publish this tribute from his brother, Alejandro.

Luis Roberto Ponte Puigbo
17/4/1962-14/03/2023

Nacido en Caracas Venezuela, descendiente de un linaje antiguo vinculado con la cultura, historia y ciencia de su
Pafs, fue un apasionado numismatico e historiador, respetado abogado, graduado con Honores en la prestigiosa
Universidad Catélica Andrés Bello en el afio 1986, llevaba su profesion de manera exitosa y brillante siendo uno de los
mejores abogados de Venezuela, representando legalmente a grandes empresas del Pais, demostrando su dedicacion y
compromiso con la excelencia. Su formacién legal, combinada con su pasion por la historia, le proporcioné una perspectiva
unica y valiosa que aplicaba tanto en su vida profesional como en sus intereses personales.

La numismatica lo apasionaba tanto que se convirtié en un eminente investigador y uno de los mas destacados
coleccionistas del mundo, con bastos conocimientos sobre las monedas macuquinas, de cecas hispanoamericanas como
Lima, Potos{ y experto en monedas venezolanas; quien presento innumerables conferencias, publicaciones en foros a nivel
nacional e internacional, aportando descubrimientos importantes a este mundo: Fungié como secretario y Asesor Legal
de la Sociedad Numismatica Venezolana. Individuo de Numero, secretario y Asesor Legal de la Sociedad Numismatica
Venezolana (Sonuve); Miembro vitalicio de la American Numismatic Society (ANS); Miembro correspondiente y District
Representative para Venezuela de la American Numismatic Asociation (ANA); Miembro de la Asociacién Numismatica
Espafola (ANE); Miembro de la Asociacion Numismatica de Chile (ANUCH), Miembro de Numismaticos Colombianos
(Numiscol); Miembro del Circulo Filatélico y Numismatico de Barcelona (CNFB); Miembro Correspondiente del Instituto
Federal de Investigadores Numismaticos de la Republica de Argentina (IFINRA); Miembro de nimero de la Sociedad
Numismatica Dominicana (SND); entre otros.

Luis Roberto dedicé los dltimos afios de su vida a investigaciones acuciosas en los archivos histéricos de Indias
en Sevilla, Espafia el cual dejo en progreso varios de sus hallazgos, que seran publicados en un futuro préximo. El no fue
un coleccionista mas de monedas, ¢l fue un investigador y explorador del pasado. Cada moneda en su coleccién contaba
una historia, lo cual era una pequefa pieza del rompecabezas de nuestra civilizacién, como historiador, su curiosidad
insaciable y su meticulosa atencién al detalle le permitieron profundizar en los misterios del pasado de una manera que
pocos podian; Luis siempre fue un ser humano ejemplar, virtuoso, culto, brillante, dedicado, entusiasta, cuya generosidad,
sencillez y humildad trasciende en todos aquellos que tuvieron la oportunidad de conocetlo, a pesar de la tristeza que
sentimos, sera recordado por su amor a la vida, su dedicacién y la pasion por la historia y la numismatica. Su perdida es
irreparable pero su legado perdurard por décadas en sus investigaciones realizadas, sus monedas y en nuestras memorias.

ALEJANDRO LUIS PONTE PUIGBO



“Born in Caracas, Venezuela, descended from an ancient lineage linked to the culture, history, and science of his
country, he was a passionate numismatist and historian, a respected lawyer, graduating with Honors from the prestigious
Universidad Catélica Andrés Bello in 1986. He pursued his profession successfully and brilliantly, being one of the best
lawyers in Venezuela, legally representing major companies of the country, demonstrating his dedication and commitment
to excellence. His legal background, combined with his passion for history, provided him with a unique and valuable
perspective that he applied both in his professional life and in his personal interests.

“Numismatics fascinated him so much that he became an eminent researcher and one of the most outstanding
collectors in the world, with vast knowledge of macuquinas (cobs), Hispano-American mints such as Lima, Potosi, and
expertise in Venezuelan coins. He presented countless conferences, publications in national and international forums,
contributing significant discoveries to this world. He served as Secretary and Legal Advisor of the Venezuelan Numismatic
Society. He was a Corresponding Member, Secretary, and Legal Advisor of the Venezuelan Numismatic Society (Sonuve);
Lifetime Member of the American Numismatic Society (ANS); Corresponding Member and District Representative for
Venezuela of the American Numismatic Association (ANA); Member of the Spanish Numismatic Association (ANE);
Member of the Numismatic Association of Chile (ANUCH), Member of Colombian Numismatists (Numiscol); Member
of the Philatelic and Numismatic Circle of Barcelona (CNFB); Corresponding Member of the Federal Institute of
Numismatic Researchers of the Argentine Republic (IFINRA); Number Member of the Dominican Numismatic Society
(SND); among others.

“Luis Roberto dedicated the last years of his life to meticulous research in the historical archives of the Indies in
Seville, Spain, leaving several of his findings in progress, which will be published in the near future. He was not just a coin
collector; he was an investigator and explorer of the past. Each coin in his collection told a story, which was a small piece
of the puzzle of our civilization. As a historian, his insatiable curiosity and meticulous attention to detail allowed him to
delve into the mysteries of the past in a way that few could. Luis was always an exemplary, virtuous, cultured, brilliant,
dedicated, and enthusiastic human being, whose generosity, simplicity, and humility transcended in all those who had the
opportunity to know him. Despite the sadness we feel, he will be remembered for his love of life, his dedication, and
passion for history and numismatics. His loss is irreparable, but his legacy will endure for decades in his research, his coins,
and in our memories.”

ALEJANDRO LUIS PONTE PUIGBO



